
 May 19, 2009  
 
The Honorable David A. Paterson  
Governor of the State of New York  
State Capitol  
Albany, NY 12224  
 
The Honorable Malcolm A. Smith  
Temporary President and Majority Leader of the New York State Senate 
Legislative Office Building, Room 909  
Albany, NY 12247  
 
The Honorable Sheldon Silver  
Speaker of the New York State Assembly  
Legislative Office Building, Room 932  
Albany, NY 12248  
 
Dear Governor Paterson, Majority Leader Smith, and Speaker Silver:  
 

This letter is in response to the passage of A.8180/S.5451, an act relating to the 
implementation of various supplemental fees and taxes for the metropolitan commuter 
transportation district.  

 
As you know, the legislation authorizes the legislature to conduct an independent 

audit of the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA), including its subsidiaries, beginning 
every two years after 2009.  

 
We believe that a full accounting of the MTA is in order now. Respectfully, we 

request that you use your authority to immediately convene an independent, forensic 
audit into the MTA.   

 
Recent articles from publications such as The Daily News regarding the MTA’s 

mismanagement of projects and taxpayer dollars, internal staffing issues, and CEO Elliot 
Sander’s recent resignation lead us to believe that we cannot wait.  It is essential to 
forensically audit the MTA’s books immediately.  

 
The taxpayers, non-profit organizations, hospitals and schools who are being 

asked to foot the bill for this unaffordable measure deserve to know if the figures being 
provided by the agency are unrealistic, especially in light of past failures by the MTA.    

 
We have received hundreds of calls, e-mails, and letters from our constituents on 

this matter.  Given the fact that our constituents are under-represented on the MTA board, 
with just one combined vote for the four Mid-Hudson counties, it is particularly 
important that stringent financial oversight is in place to protect the taxpayers, businesses, 
schools, not-for-profits and municipalities in this region who will be most affected by the 
new taxes and fees in the legislation.  
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We look forward to working with you in arranging for a forensic audit as the 

public continues to insist that their public officials investigate how and why the MTA 
came to require a legislative bailout to begin with.  
 
 Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Greg Ball Vincent L. Leibell 
Member of the Assembly: 99th District State Senator: 40th District 
 
 
 
 
Marcus Molinaro William J. Larkin 
Member of the Assembly: 103rd District State Senator: 39th District 
 
 
 
 
 
John J. Bonacic Richard Brodsky 
State Senator: 42nd District Member of the Assembly: 92nd District 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Cahill Nancy Calhoun 
Member of the Assembly: 101st District Member of the Assembly: 96th District 
 
 
 
 
Robert J. Castelli Sandy Galef  
Member of the Assembly: 89th District Member of the Assembly: 90th District  
 
 
 
 
John Hall Maurice Hinchey 
Member of Congress: 19th District Member of Congress: 22nd District 
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Ellen Jaffee George Lattimer 
Member of the Assembly: 95th District Member of the Assembly: 91st District 
 
 
 
Peter Lopez Nita Lowey 
Member of the Assembly: 127th District Member of Congress: 18th District 
 
 
 
Joel Miller Thomas P. Morahan 
Member of the Assembly: 102nd District State Senator: 38th District 
 
 
 
Scott Murphy Suzi Oppenheimer 
Member of Congress: 20th District State Senator: 37th District 
 
 
 
Amy Paulin Annie Rabbitt 
Member of the Assembly: 88th District Member of the Assembly: 97th District 
 
 
 
Steven M. Saland Frank Skartados 
State Senator: 41st District Member of Assembly: 100th District 
 
 
 
Mike Spano Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
Member of the Assembly: 93rd District State Senator: 35th District 
 
 
 
 
Kenneth Zebrowski 
Member of the Assembly: 94th District 
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William R. Steinhaus 
County Executive, Dutchess 
 
 
 
 

 Donna Bolner 
Dutchess County Legislator: 13th District 

Dale Borchert 
Dutchess County Legislator: 3rd District 
 
 
 
 

 Gary Cooper 
Dutchess County Legislator: 19th District 

James R. Doxsey 
Dutchess County Legislator: 1st District 
 
 
 
 

 Angela E. Flesland 
Dutchess County Legislator: 6th District 

John Forman 
Dutchess County Legislator: 18th District 
 
 
 
 

 Sandra Goldberg 
Dutchess County Legislator: 14th District 

Suzanne Horn 
Dutchess County Legislator: 2nd District 
 
 
 
 

 Marge J. Horton 
Dutchess County Legislator: 21st District 

Gerald Hutchings 
Dutchess County Legislator: 22nd District 
 
 
 
 

 Joseph Incoronato 
Dutchess County Legislator: 15 District 

Barbara Jeter-Jackson 
Dutchess County Legislator: 10th District 
 
 

 Michael Kelsey 
Dutchess County Legislator: 25th District 
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Dan Kuffner 
Dutchess County Legislator: 7th District 
 
 
 
 

 Alison MacAvery 
Dutchess County Legislator: 16th District 

James Miccio 
Dutchess County Legislator: 17th District 
 
 
 
 

 Robert G. Rolison 
Chairman of the Legislature, Dutchess 

Kenneth Roman 
Dutchess County Legislator: 5th District 
 
 
 
 

 Donald J. Sadowski, Jr. 
Dutchess County Legislator: 4th District 

Alan V. Surman 
Dutchess County Legislator: 24th District 
 
 
 
 

 John Thomes 
Dutchess County Legislator: 23rd District 

Benjamin Traudt 
Dutchess County Legislator: 20th District 
 
 
 
 

 Joel Tyner 
Dutchess County Legislator: 11th District 

Robert A. Weiss 
Dutchess County Legislator: 12th District 
 
 
 
 

 Steve White 
Dutchess County Legislator: 9th District 

Edward A. Diana 
County Executive, Orange  
 
 
 

 Michael Amo 
Orange County Legislator: 1st District 
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Mike Anagnostakis 
Orange County Legislator: 17th District 
 
 
 
 

 Leigh J. Benton 
Orange County Legislator: 16th District 

Patrick J. Berardinelli, Sr. 
Orange County Legislator: 6th District 
 
 
 
 

 Jeffrey D. Berkman 
Orange County Legislator: 20th District 

Melissa Bonacic 
Orange County Legislator: 2nd District 
 
 
 
 

 Katie Bonelli 
Orange County Legislator: 5th District 

L. Stephen Brescia 
Orange County Legislator: 9th District 
 
 
 
 

 Albert W. Buckbee, III 
Orange County Legislator: 10th District 

Harvey J. Burger 
Orange County Legislator: 4th District 
 
 
 
 

 Daniel G. Castricone 
Orange County Legislator: 8th District 

Daniel C. Depew 
Orange County Legislator: 18th District 
 
 
 
 

 Roxanne Donnery 
Orange County Legislator: 14th District 

Christopher W. Eachus 
Orange County Legislator: 15th District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kevin W. Hines 
Orange County Legislator: 12th District 
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Myrna K. Kemnitz 
Orange County Legislator: 7th District 
 
 
 
 

 M. William Lahey 
Orange County Legislator: 11th District 

Michael D. Paduch 
Orange County Legislator: 19th District 
 
 
 
 

 Thomas Pahucki 
Orange County Legislator: 21st District 

Michael R. Pillmeier 
Chairman of the Legislature, Orange 
 
 
 
 

 Dennis W. Simmons 
Orange County Legislator: 13th District 

Robert J. Bondi 
County Executive, Putnam 
 
 
 
 

 Dan Birmingham 
Putnam County Legislator: 7th District 

Mary F. Conklin 
Putnam County Legislator: 4th District 
 
 
 
 

 Anthony S. Fusco, II 
Putnam County Legislator: 9th District 

Tony Hay 
Putnam County Legislator: 6th District 
 
 
 
 

 Dini LoBue 
Putnam County Legislator: 8th District 

Mary Ellen Odell 
Putnam County Legislator: 5th District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sam Oliverio, Jr. 
Putnam County Legislator: 2nd District 



  8   

 
Richard T. Othmer, Jr. 
Putnam County Legislator: 3rd District 
 
 
 
 

 Vincent Tamagna 
Chairman of the Legislature, Putnam 

Rob Astorino 
County Executive, Westchester 
 
 
 
 

 Thomas J. Abinanti 
Westchester County Legislator: 12th 
District 

Jose I. Alvarado 
Westchester County Legislator: 17th 
District 
 
 
 

 Gordon A. Burrows 
Westchester County Legislator: 15th 
District 

William Burton 
Westchester County Legislator: 9th 
District 
 
 
 
 

 Peter Harckham 
Westchester County Legislator: 2nd District 

Kenneth W. Jenkins 
Chairman of the Legislature, Westchester 
 
 
 
 

 Michael B. Kaplowitz 
Westchester County Legislator: 4th District 

James Maisano 
Westchester County Legislator: 11th 
District 
 
 
 

 Judith A. Myers 
Westchester County Legislator: 7th District 

John Nonna 
Westchester County Legislator: 3rd 
District 
 
 
 
 
 

 Vito J. Pinto 
Westchester County Legislator: 10th 
District 
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Martin Rogowsky 
Westchester County Legislator: 6th 
District 
 
 
 
 

 William J. Ryan 
Westchester County Legislator: 5th District 

Bernice Spreckman 
Westchester County Legislator: 14th 
District 
 
 
 
 

 John G. Testa 
Westchester County Legislator: 1st District 

Alfreda A. Williams 
Westchester County Legislator: 8th 
District 

 Lyndon Williams 
Westchester County Legislator: 13th 
District 

 
 
CC: Attorney General Andrew Cuomo   
Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli  
 


